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Another Magical
Year in Reviewnother  year  at  HHS has

brought  us  many great
memories ,  fun t imes,  school
spir i t ,  and many successful
students .  Our  arts  programs
were  recognized by  state
senator  Mark Walzyck
presented with  a  student  art
show,  and performances
from the  jazz  band and show
choir.  The ALC (athlet ic
leadership  counci l  was
formed this  year.  We had our
f irst  Homecoming QUEENS in
a  whi le :  twins  Havonna
White  and Halonna White ,
and our  Winter  Weekend
royalty  Aver y  Al len  and Liam
Mil ler.  Our  indoor  and
outdoor  boys  track  teams
both won sect ion I I I
championships  and Braysen
Richard wi l l  be  competing  in
states .  Our  theater  program
put  on a  production of  Bye
Bye Birdie  this  winter  led  by
Rosie  Nietes  as  Rose  Alverez
and Landon Ploss  as  Albert
Peterson.  Last ly,  our  2026
valedictorian and
salutatorian are  Johnny Xiao
and Maggie  Bray.  Ever ybody
here  has  made this  year
magic!

By:  Mel inda Poplawski

Magic  Happens Here!
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Herkimer Educator
Earns Statewide
Recognition

Herkimer  Central  School
Distr ict  has  another  reason to
celebrate  as  teacher  Ms.  Peyton
is  being  honored as  the  New
York State  VFW Teacher  of  the
Year.

This  prest ig ious  award
recognizes  educators  who
promote  c it izenship,
patr iot ism,  and c ivic
responsibi l i ty  in  their
c lassrooms whi le  making a
last ing  impact  on their
students  and communit ies .
Being  selected as  the  state 's
Teacher  of  the  Year  is  an
extraordinar y  achievement.

Throughout  her  career,  Peyton
has  demonstrated a
commitment  to  helping
students  grow both
academical ly  and personal ly.
Her  abi l i ty  to  inspire  young
people  and encourage them to
become engaged c it izens  has
made a  last ing  impact  on
countless  students .

Leah Peyton Named New York
State VFW Teacher of  the Year

To recognize  her  award,  the  Herkimer  VFW
wil l  host  a  celebrat ion on Sunday,  June 7 ,
from 11  a .m.  to  2  p .m. ,  with  the  off ic ia l
presentat ion taking  place  at  12 :30 p.m.  The
event  is  open to  a l l  who would  l ike  to
attend and congratulate  Peyton on her
success .
Congratulat ions  to  Ms.  Peyton on this
remarkable  accomplishment  and on
receiving  one of  the  highest  honors  an
educator  can earn through the  Veterans  of
Foreign Wars  organizat ion.



Congratulations, graduates!
As another  school  year  comes to  a  c lose,
we want  to  celebrate  the  many
accomplishments  of  the  Herkimer  High
School  Class  of  2026!  Graduation marks
the  end of  one chapter  and the  beginning
of  an  excit ing  new journey f i l led  with
opportunit ies ,  chal lenges,  and growth,  no
matter  what  our  grads  are  choosing  to  do
after  high school .

Over  the  years ,  this  c lass  has  excel led  in
academics ,  athlet ics ,  the  arts ,  community
ser vice ,  and leadership.  They have
created last ing  memories ,  bui l t  l i fe long
fr iendships ,  and left  a  posit ive  impact  on
our  school  community.

Whether  graduates  are  heading  to
col lege,  the  workforce,  mi l i tar y  ser vice ,
trade schools ,  or  pursuing  other  goals ,
they carr y  with  them the  knowledge,
experiences,  and lessons  gained during
their  t ime at  Herkimer.

We wish  a l l  members  of  the  Class  of  2026
success  and happiness  in  the  years  ahead.
Congratulat ions ,  graduates !  We are  proud
of  you and look  for ward to  see ing  a l l  that
you accompl ish!

Class of ‘26Class of ‘26Class of ‘26Class of ‘26

“ T h i n k  a b o u t  t h i n g s  c r i t i c a l l y .
E v e n  i f  t h e y  d o n ’ t  s e e m

i m p o r t a n t . . .  I f  y o u  g e t  y o u rs e l f
t o  d o  t h a t  m o re ,  i t  w i l l  b e  s u c h

a n  a d v a n t a g e  i n  l i f e  i n
g e n e ra l .”  -  Jo h n n y  Xi a o

“Ju s t  g e t  a l l  o f  y o u r  w o r k  d o n e  a n d
u t i l i z e  t h e  t i m e  i n  c l a ss  t h a t  y o u r

t e a c h e rs  g i v e  y o u  –  l i k e  t h e  d o w n t i m e  –
a n d  d o n ’ t  g o o f  o f f .”  -  Ma g g i e  B ra y

2026 Salut itor ian

2026 Valedictorian



The Herkimer  boys  track  and
f ie ld  team made school
histor y  on May 27  by  winning
the NYSPHSA A Sect ion I I I
Class  C-2  Championship  at
Cl inton High School .  The
Magicians  del ivered their
highest-scoring  sect ional
performance ever,  defeat ing
Cl inton by  a  score  of  137-91
and bringing  home the
sect ional  t i t le .
The championship  was  fueled
by strong performances
across  the  track  and f ie ld
events ,  proving  that
teamwork and dedicat ion
were  key  ingredients  in  the
team's  success .  Several
athletes  earned sect ional
t i t les  of  their  own,  including
junior  Braysen Richard,  who
won both the  110-meter
hurdles  and tr iple  jump,  and
senior  Shane Maxon,  who
captured the  400-meter
hurdles  championship.  F l int
Davis  won the  400-meter
dash,  whi le  Taylor  Fitzgerald-
Lamphere  c la imed the
pentathlon t i t le .  Herkimer
also  earned victories  in  both
the 4x400-meter  and 4x800-
meter  re lays .

Coach Jason Richard praised the  athletes  for
their  commitment  throughout  the  season,
noting  that  the  team had been preparing  for
this  moment  s ince  March.  The sect ional  t i t le
is  the  latest  accomplishment  for  a  program
that  continues  to  grow,  with  the  outdoor  team
also  capturing  i ts  third  consecutive  Center
State  Conference Divis ion I I  championship
this  spring.
For  many athletes ,  the  victor y  was  especial ly
meaningful  after  coming up short  of  a
sect ional  t i t le  last  season.  Team members
credited their  success  to  countless  hours  of
pract ice ,  determination,  and the  support  they
received from their  coaches  and teammates.
With  numerous  athletes  advancing  to  the
state  qual i f ier  meet ,  the  Magicians '  season is
not  over  yet .  However,  regardless  of  what
comes next ,  the  2026 sect ional  championship
has  a lready secured this  team a  place  in
Herkimer  track  and f ie ld  histor y.

Fro m  L e f t  t o  R i g ht  ( To p ) :  S h a n e  M a xo n ,  L o g a n  M a r u s i c ,
B r ays e n  R i c h a r d ,  Tay l o r  L a m ph e re ,  ( B ot t o m )  F l i nt  D av i s ,
W i l l i e  B e l a my  J r. ,  N i c k  A l l e n ,  L i a m  M i l l e r,  G a g e  B a s s e t t

Boys
Track
Makes
Waves!



Senior Athlete HighlightsSenior Athlete HighlightsSenior Athlete Highlights

By:  Geno Scal ise

By:  PeytonGil len By:  PeytonGil len

By:  Braysen Richard



Student Sports
Spotlight

Herkimer  High School  junior
Camrin  Kozma has  had an
amazing track  season
establ ishing  hersel f  as  one of  the
top athletes  in  the  program.
Kozma ran the  400-meter  hurdles
with  a  t ime of  73.22 seconds,  the
100-meter  hurdles  with  a  t ime of
17 .79  seconds,  and the  tr iple
jump with  a  mark of  31  feet ,  1 1
inches.  These  accomplishments
have highl ighted the  hard work
she has  put  into  the  sport .
Cambrin’s  favorite  quote  re lated
to  her  tr iumphs in  track  is :

Track and f ie ld  requires  athletes  to  balance speed,  strength,  technique,  and
mental  toughness .  Excel l ing  in  mult iple  events  is  a  chal lenge,  making  Kozma's
achievements  even more  impressive.  From sprint ing  over  hurdles  to  competing  in
the  technical  tr iple  jump,  she  has  demonstrated versat i l i ty  and dedicat ion
throughout  the  season.
Coaches  and teammates  have praised Kozma for  her  work ethic  and commitment
at  pract ice .  Her  wi l l ingness  to  push hersel f  and continual ly  improve has  helped
her  reach new personal  bests  and contr ibute  to  the  success  of  the  team.
Sett ing  a  school  record is  an  accomplishment  that  few athletes  achieve,  and
breaking  three  records  in  a  s ingle  season is  a  remarkable  feat .  As  Kozma
continues  her  track  career,  her  records  wi l l  ser ve  as  a  new standard for  future
Herkimer  athletes  to  chase.

Congratulat ions  to  Camrin  Kozma on an outstanding season and for  leaving  her
mark on Herkimer  track  and f ie ld  histor y.

“Success  isn’t
always  a  medal ,
sometimes i t ’s

becoming stronger
than you were

yesterday.”

CAMBRIN
KOZMA

By:  Brent  Blais



G R A N D March March 
Students  took the  stage  at
Herkimer  Col lege  for  Grand
March on Saturday,  May 30
before  heading  to  prom at
Paradise  Gardens  in  Litt le  Fal ls .
There  was  a  great  turnout  with
35 couples  attending and a  f i l led
audience!  Senior,  Arthur  Dadel lo ,
announced al l  of  the  couples :      

t h

        
Ma d i s o n  Wy m e s  Ac e  B o y d             
Ha l o n n a  W h i t e  B ra y s e n  R i c h a rd    
Ha v o n n a  W h i t e  Ja c o b  Pe t u c c i       
Ma d e l y n  Co l l i s  Am e l i a  B ro w n        
S a ra h  H u y c k   Co d y  Co o l                
Is a b e l l a  Fi l i p c z u k  Tr i n i t y  He a t o n
L i l y  Ka s zy c k i   La n d o n  P l oss           
Jo c e l y n  V i n c e n t  Co l e  B o l e n           
Ka i t l y n  Tu t t y  S i e r ra  D i b ra n g o       
Ca r m e n  Ma n k o u s k i   Ju l i a n  Ru f f u l e
Ka i t l y n  P i e rc e  A l a n a  S c h l a p p i       
Ha i l e y  G e r h a rd t   L i n c o l n  Kre t s e r  
Me l i n d a  Po p l a ws k i ,  Is a b e l  C l e m e n t s  &
Le An d ra  Ca s t l e                                  
Mo l l i e  Re g a n  B re n d o n  Ke n t            
Ma y a  S a u g h  B re t t  S a u n d e rs    M i a
Ca l i c c i a  G e n o  S c a l i s e  
V i c t o r i a  B r i n k e r h o f f  Ja c k  Ne v i l l s
Ar i j a n a  S a k a n o v i c  Am i r  S a k a n o v i c

A b b i e  Ka n e  Na t h a n  Ra w l e y  
Je n n a  Pa p k e  T h o m a s  G o o n a n  
B ro o k e  Re d d i n g t o n  Ca i d e n  Vo g t  
Ka t e l y n  Ca r n e y  D e v e n s  W h a l e n
Ma g g i e  B ra y
Av e ry  A l l e n  a n d  E r i k a  Av e ry
Ca m b r i n  Ko z m a  B re n t  B l a i s
L i a  Pe r uz z i  L u k e  An d e rs o n
In a ra  Mo y e r  S a m  B e ro ws k i
C h l o e  D a n i e l s k i  O l i v i a  W i l m o t
Ma d y s e n  Wa rd  G re g o ry  Pa t r i c k  
Ros e l y n  N i e t e s  Co o p e r  Jo rd a n
Ta y l o r  S c a n l o n  Ad a m  Ka s t
Ja y l y n  G re g o ry  Ma k a y l a  Wa r n
L i o ra h  B e l i n f a n t e
Ja c o b  B e l d e n  
Na l l a  L u czy n s k i -Pe rc h  Ru ss e l l  S t a p f
E m i l y  We l c h  B r i a n  L i n d s a y
A l e y l a  D y g u r t  Lo g a n  Ma r u s i c
L i l y  B e e rs  G a v i n  P i ze r

Announcer :  Arthur  Dadel lo
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Scan for summer
playlist!

Open spotify and click the
camera button above the

search bar to scan

This  playl ist  was  curated
from a  form asking  what
students  are  l istening  to

this  summer.  Featuring
new hits  and c lassics  such

as  Midnight  Sun by  Zara
Larson,  Shabang by  Drake,

Summer Nights  from the
motion picture  Grease,

Uptown Gir l  by  Bi l ly  Joel ,
and Man or  Muppet  from

The Muppet  Movie .
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I joined Newspaper because I wanted a way
to spread authentic, student made work that

people will want to see. The newspaper
started with so many people I felt there was

too little work to do for so many people.
Then later in the year I became one of very

few people if not the only person at
meetings. I beleive news is one of the best

ways to put out information that can help or
entertain them and I realize that my

dedication to this paper over the past 2 years
conveys my love of journalism devotion to

that cause.

Melinda Poplawski
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